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Discover… Be Discovered at the 
5th Annual Acoustic Music Festival 

Over 10 hours of Free Music! 

Saturday, September 18, 2010 
Town Point Park 

 

 
Norfolk, Va, (August 12, 2010)   More than 50 local, regional and national musicians will once again 
gather in Norfolk’s waterfront Town Point Park for the annual fall Acoustic Music Festival, 
Saturday, September 18, 2010 from Noon- 10 pm.  Admission is free and open to the public.    
 
This year’s festival is sponsored in conjunction with WHRV 89.5FM, and with support from the 
Natchel’ Blues Network, Tidewater Arts Outreach, Tidewater Friends of Folk Music, and Norfolk’s 
Seven Venues.    
 
Hosted by local music industry legends Paul Shugrue, host of “Out of the Box” on WHRV 89.5FM, 
Barry Graham, host of “Acoustic Highway” on WHRV 89.5FM and Hunter Hughes, host of Hunter at 
Sunrise on WHRV 89.5FM HD and www.hunteratsunrise.com .  The festival will feature a diverse 
schedule of music including acoustic rock, folk, bluegrass, country and blues, presented in 8 unique 
performance locations.    Interviews with festival artists will be broadcast live throughout the day on 
WHRV 89.5FM.  
 
In its 5th year, the festival has become one of the most popular events in the region to discover new 
and emerging artists, as well as a valuable opportunity for musicians to be discovered by local 
promoters and agents.  
 
“The Festival not only shines the light on regional or national artists, but it showcases the incredible 
depth of local talent that mirrors major markets throughout the nation”, explains Scott Warren, 
Event Booking Manager, Seven Venues. “ With the support of organizations like Tidewater Friends 

mailto:vargop@festevents.org
http://www.hunteratsunrise.com/
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of Folk and the Natchel’ Blues Network, this must-see Festival helps build the bridge from emerging 
artist to main stage headliner. “ 
 
The eclectic mix of local, regional and national artists scheduled for the festival is programmed by 
Hughes, who was an original partner in the festival’s creation, and who also programmed the highly 
successful Listening Room series recently presented in Waterside.  “It's such a pleasure to be 
involved in the Acoustic Music Festival for its 5th year”, states Hughes.  “It has exceeded my 
expectations that I had when we started so long ago as the Sunrise to Sunset Festival. The Fest has 
become such a great vehicle for acoustic artists in the area to come together and be heard. It's a way 
to celebrate the simple things in life for free and I invite all to come enjoy and participate in the 
music.” 
 
Tidewater Arts Outreach has been a partner in the festival since its inception organizing Open Mic 
sessions, workshops on how to produce House Concerts, to promoting their members’ art.  This 
year, the TAO will host the Emerging Artists Stage.  “The Acoustic Music Festival is a wonderful day 
of live, spontaneous music of all kinds in Town Point Park, which creates an inspiring and engaging 
atmosphere”, states MaryAnn Toboz, Founder and Director of Tidwater Arts Outreach. “Tidewater 
Arts Outreach is happy to have this partnership, where we can promote upcoming artists at the 
Emerging Artists stage, and where we can invite musicians to come together, meet, play and 
experience the community of artists that is a vibrant and vital part of the fabric of Tidewater.” 
 
In addition to four stages with scheduled performances, musicians are free to join in at any one of 
four informal Jam Cafes located throughout the park, each themed by genre, including 
Folk/Bluegrass, Blues/Soul, Americana/Country and Jazz/Classical.  The Jam Cafes will be open 
from Noon – 10 pm; no pre-registration is required.  
 

Throughout the festival grounds, more than 25 merchants will be selling items ranging from 
handmade jewelry and clothing to Fair Trade and Green products, along with music on sale from the 
festival musicians.   Local music organizations will be on site to promote each 
organization’s upcoming events and membership, including Natchel’ Blues Network, Tidewater 
Friends of Folk Music, Tidewater Arts Outreach, and Norfolk’s Seven Venues.  
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Stage Schedules: 
 
Main Stage 
5:30-7:00pm                 Karl Werne and friends with special guest Kevin So, www.karlwerne.com,  
    www.kevinso.com  
7:30-9:00pm                 Catie Curtis, www.catiecurtis.com  
 
Sunrise Tent 
12:00-12:45 pm           Narissa Bond, www.narissabond.com  
1:00-1:45pm                 Delvers, www.myspace.com/delvers 
2:00-2:45 pm                Annie Johnson, www.myspace.com/anniejohnson 
3:00-3:45 pm                The Thinking Cap Trio, http://www.myspace.com/thinkingcaptrio   
4:00-5:00pm                 Julie Clark, www.julieclark.net  
 
Central Stage 
12:00-12:45pm            Paper Mountain, www.papermountainmusic.com  
1:00-1:45pm                 Scott Varney, www.myspace.com/scottvarney 
2:00-2:45pm                 Seth Stainback                             
3:30-4:15pm                 Vance Gilbert, www.vancegilbert.com            
4:30-5:30pm                 Susan Greenbaum, www.susangreenbaum.com  
 
Emerging Artist Stage 
Presented by Tidewater Arts Outreach 
 
Jam Cafes 
Noon – 10 pm  
 
 
Artists Background: 
 
Main Stage 
5:30-7:00pm; Karl Werne and Friends with special guest Kevin So , www.karlwerne.com, 
www.kevinso.com  
 
Karl Werne has been entertaining the Hampton Roads area since he was 16 years old. Eight years 
with The Lewis McGehee Group and four years with his own Instant Karma have made him a local 
favorite with his versatile guitar work and smooth hypnotic vocals. Highlights of those years include 
opening act for Bruce Hornsby's Grammy winning "The Way It Is" tour & numerous recordings still 
receiving air play. 
 
In 1995, Karl teamed up with the very talented and respected saxophonist, Eddie Williams; a 
partnership that would prove to have a profound impact on his musical life. Now playing acoustic 
guitar, this new exploration of improvisation and creativity would shape a unique sound later 
complimented and completed by electric guitarist extraordinaire, Curtis Eley, and more recently, 
with drummer Dan Martier, and bassist, Dana Silvercloud. 

http://www.karlwerne.com/
http://www.kevinso.com/
http://www.catiecurtis.com/
http://www.narissabond.com/
http://www.myspace.com/delvers
http://www.myspace.com/anniejohnson
http://www.myspace.com/thinkingcaptrio
http://www.julieclark.net/
http://www.papermountainmusic.com/
http://www.myspace.com/scottvarney
http://www.vancegilbert.com/
http://www.susangreenbaum.com/
http://www.karlwerne.com/
http://www.kevinso.com/
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Also during these years, a powerful three-part-harmony trio of singer/songwriters, armed with 
positive lyrics and diverse backgrounds came together as a traveling band known as Elaine, 
Lambert & Karl. After enjoying some immediate success with a debut CD and a tour with friend and 
mentor Keb' Mo', they settled on an official band name of "Big Wide Grin". 
 
Karl's original lyrics are written from a place of heart, thoughtfulness and understanding. His gentle 
stage persona is one of peace and brotherhood that sets the stage for an evening you can trust and 
take with you. 
 
His music has the dynamics, spirit and intensity needed to hold your interest, your hand, and your 
breath. 
 
7:30-9:00pm; Catie Curtis, www.catiecurtis.com  

The vivid songwriting of Catie Curtis combines 
insightful lyrics with addictive melodies and energy. 
Catie's studio work, engaging live shows and 
impressive touring career in the US and Europe earn 
rave reviews and wide recognition.  
 
Her songs have been featured on Dawson's Creek, 
Felicity, Alias, Chicago Hope, and Grey's Anatomy, as 
well as in several independent films. She's toured with 
Dar Williams, Mary Chapin Carpenter and as part of 
Lilith Fair. Catie was named grand prize winner of the 
International Songwriting Competition, for her song 

"People Look Around", co-written with Mark Erelli, from a field of 15,000 entries from 82 countries. 
The song appeared on Long Night Moon (©2006, Compass Records) an intricate work of stripped 
down modern folk.   
 
In the fall of 2008, Catie Curtis released the critically acclaimed Sweet Life (her ninth recording).  
Throughout the fall of 2008 and the beginning of 2009 Curtis toured Sweet Life, began a youth 
music endowment ("Aspire toInspire") and gave away guitars to underprivileged youth, and in 
January 2009 performed at the Human Rights Campaign's official Obama inaugural ball.  
 
The Washington Post, The Advocate, TimeOut Chicago, and Curve Magazine all lined up to praise 
Sweet Life and Blurt went so far as to hail 2008 "The Year of Catie Curtis". After a year of amazing, 
life-changing experiences, it's no wonder Curtis was itching to jump back into the studio to try 
something she'd never done before: make a string band album.  Over the years, Curtis' many fans 
have requested stripped down versions of her classic songs, capturing the spirit and intimacy of her 
live shows. With Hello Stranger, named one of the top ten folk CDs of 2009 by the Boston Globe, 
Curtis achieves that career goal. 
 
 
 

http://www.catiecurtis.com/
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Sunrise Stage 
12:00-12:45pm; Narissa Bond, www.narissabond.com  
Narissa Bond is the 2009 winner of the Hampton Roads Portfolio Awards for best album and best 
song with her recent release "Three Words". Her vocal style has been compared to Joni Mitchell and 
her songwriting styles range from traditional folk, jazz and blues to contemporary folk and pop. 
 
Narissa was featured in the 2007 book release of “I’ve Got Thunder, Black Women Songwriters on 
their Craft” Edited by LaShonda Katrice Barnett. Other artists included in this publication are Abbey 
Lincoln, Angelique Kidjo, Brenda Russell, Chaka Khan, Dianne Reeves, Joan Armatrading, Nina 
Simone, Odetta, Toshi Reagan and many others. 
 
Narissa has won numerous songwriting awards including first place in the Oak Valley Bluegrass 
Music Festival Songwriting Contest for her song “Celia,” a true story about a young slave girl. Narissa 
Bond has been featured on Public Radio WHRV-FM with Barry Graham and Bob FM with Hunter 
Hughes in Norfolk Virginia. Narissa has opened for national recording artists Ember Swift, David 
Wilcox, Lucy Kaplansky, Vance Gilbert, Richard Shindell, Stephen Bennett, Alix Dobkin and Ulali. 
 
1:00-1:45pm; Delvers, www.myspace.com/delvers  
The Delvers are a string band consisting of two acoustic guitars, upright bass, viola, and even a 
banjo. They play many different styles of music including Americana, Gypsy Jazz, Bluegrass, Blues, 
and a little Rock & Roll.  
 
2:00-2:45pm; Annie Johnson, www.myspace.com/anniejohnson  
Singer Songwriter Annie Johnson has been performing in Hampton Roads since 1994, first as a 
guitarist & back-up singer for several bands and then fronting her own band, the AJB.  
 
She has played rock, folk, punk, pop, blues, and jazz, covers & originals, depending on the audience 
and the venue.  She has been compared to such artists as Melissa Ethridge, Kate Bush, Suzanne Vega 
and Tori Amos, and has earned many accolades including Ninevolt Magazines Best Acoustic/Folk 
Artists in 2002 
 
3:00-3:45pm; The Thinking Cap Trio, http://www.myspace.com/thinkingcaptrio  
Thinking Cap Trio is a “collaborative art project” based in Hampton Roads, VA, initiated by 
singer/songwriter Charlton Adam Phaneuf. Combining elements of many genres, they are best 
described as acoustic-driven “roots-rock & soul”, incorporating danceable grooves with a focus on 
poignant songwriting.  
 
Often they are expanded to quartet or quintet as represented in their latest release “Open Minded”, 
which includes seven studio & five live recordings with guest artists on upright & electric bass, 
drums & percussion, fiddle and of course vocals & guitar. Put your Thinking CAP on and check out 
this band! 
 
 
 
 

http://www.narissabond.com/
http://www.myspace.com/delvers
http://www.myspace.com/anniejohnson
http://www.myspace.com/thinkingcaptrio
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4:00-5:00pm; Julie Clark, www.julieclark.net   
Julie Clark is a multi-award-winning Folk/Pop artist based in Norfolk, Va. She tours nationally, 
performing at premiere festivals and venues across the United States. Known for her unique voice 
and heartfelt delivery, Julie's critically acclaimed songwriting addresses a broad range of human 
experience, including love in its many forms. 
 
 Her numerous accolades include winning the Kerrville New Folk Songwriting Competition (adding 
her name to a list of luminaries that includes Lyle Lovett, Steve Earle, Nanci Griffith and Shawn 
Colvin); winning 1st Place in the Great American Song Contest; and being named Grand Prize 
Winner in the 2009 MASC Song Contest.  
 
 
Central Stage 
12:00-12:45pm; Paper Mountain, www.papermountainmusic.com  
Paper Mountain is an acoustic duo comprised of singer/songwriters Alice Conner and Sean Parker.  
They have been performing together for years melding their different musical influences into a 
soulful package of blues, folk, country, jazz, rock, and everything in between. They are most at home 
playing at vineyards, weddings, in cozy coffeehouses, private parties, and festivals. They have had a 
great deal of success from their debut CD entitled, "View from Above" (recorded at Flat Five studios 
in Salem, VA.) and have performed live in-studio sessions on 93.7 BOB FM, 89.5 WHRV, and 100.9 
WRRW. 
 
During the day, they are both full-time private music instructors in Virginia Beach, Va. with almost 
25 years combined experience --Sean teaches bass, mandolin, and guitar and Alice teaches voice, 
piano, and guitar. Sean has been playing in many bands for over 15 years and grew up in the 
Roanoke area where he has performed alongside such well-known musicians as Dave Matthews, 
Kool and the Gang, and KC and The Sunshine Band. Alice was born and raised in Virginia Beach, VA., 
and in 2004, earned a B.A. in Music from Old Dominion University in Norfolk, VA. She was fortunate 
enough to perform with the university choir at Carnegie Hall and to study abroad in Germany while 
attending O.D.U. Since graduation she has been busy teaching, writing, and performing her own 
music with Sean. Together Alice and Sean form Paper Mountain---Two musicians meeting in the 
middle of the same art form from different directions... 
   
1:00-1:45pm; Scott Varney, www.myspace.com/scottvarney  
Take a six-string bass guitar, soulful voice, uplifting beats and a wandering imagination and you 
have bassist/singer-songwriter Scott Varney. A bass player from the age of 13, Scott has played 
everything from punk-rock  to free form jazz. Where Scott has truly found his home musically is in 
the songwriting chair where he can let his bass playing take a more leading role than past projects 
and allow his ideas and variety of influences to flow freely.  
Scott is influenced by the music he grew up listening to from his mom and dad’s record collection 
including George Benson, Paul Simon, Stevie Wonder as well as more modern influences like Victor 
Wooten, Amos lee and Ani Difranco just to name a few. Scott is in the process of writing some new 
material for a new CD to be recorded this fall and is playing at a variety of venues around the 
Hampton Roads area.  
 

http://www.julieclark.net/
http://www.papermountainmusic.com/
http://www.myspace.com/scottvarney
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2:00-2:45pm; Seth Stainback  
Born in Texas and raised in South Carolina, this is a taste of modern Dixie. The new Old; an old soul 
in a new body. Stories of heartache, redemption, rambling and the women that inspired every tale… 
 
3:30-4:15pm; Vance Gilbert, www.vancegilbert.com  
Vance Gilbert (born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) is an American folk singer/songwriter. He 
started out as a jazz singer, then switched to folk music, performing on the open mike circuit in 
Boston. His career took off when he toured with Shawn Colvin. He has recorded eight albums, 
including Side of the Road, a duo album with friend Ellis Paul. His first three albums appeared on 
Philo/Rounder Records. In 2006 and 2007, Gilbert opened several shows for comedian George 
Carlin. 
 
While considered by many to be an integral part of the New England folk scene, Gilbert's approach 
stands apart in significant ways. His performances often feature extended guitar and vocal 
techniques, and Gilbert's compositions frequently employ sophisticated melodies and harmonies 
that attest to his jazz roots. The songs' content often defies the folk genre as well: several of Gilbert's 
songs deal with racial issues and his live show banter often touches on his being a black man in a 
field of music dominated by both white performers and audiences. 
 
4:30-5:30pm; Susan Greenbaum, www.susangreenbaum.com  
Susan Greenbaum, a singer-songwriter based in Richmond, VA, loves to share stories, especially 
when those stories are set to music. She has always sung, even when she was a baby, and even when 
her professional career detoured her through the halls of corporate America. Susan writes beautiful 
melodies to accompany her meaningful lyrics; her talent as a songwriter has won her several 
songwriting awards, including the top prize at the Smithsonian Songwriters' Showcase and Grand 
Prize in the Mid-Atlantic Song Contest. Her stage personality combines boundless energy with fine 
wit, good humor and all kinds of fun. Susan performs solo, in a duo with her percussionist and 
husband Chris Parker, and also with her band, which helped her sell out their tribute to Carole 
King's "Tapestry" at the Williamsburg Library. Come hear the Susan Greenbaum Duo; you'll be so 
glad you did! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.vancegilbert.com/
http://www.susangreenbaum.com/
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BOOKS IN THE PARK 
Also scheduled for Saturday, September 18, 2010 from 12-4pm, the 3rd Annual Books in the Park, 
located in TowneBank Fountain Park in Town Point Park.   
 
Norfolk Festevents and Barnes and Noble at Tidewater Community College (BNTCC) are pleased to 
announce the authors and programming highlights at this year’s 3rd Annual Books in the Park.  
BNTCC reached out into the community to combine authors, crafters, local businesses, and 
entertainers to bring a one-of-a-kind event to TowneBank Fountain Park, Town Point Park, Norfolk, 
Virginia.   
 
The Cooking and Sustainable Living exhibition area will feature Chef Patrick Evans-Hylton, Food 
Editor for Hampton Roads Magazine and his bestselling book "Popcorn.” The 5 Points Community 
Farmer's Market will demonstrate how to make organic baby food, how to properly compost, and 
will provide a variety of veggie snacks.  Marta Holmberg, co-author of the "PETA Vegan College 
Cookbook" will also be featured at this location. 
  
The Writer's Pavilion will feature Rique Johnson, author of the “Jason Jerrard Detective Series.”  
Rique will host authors from all genres and oversee an author presentation stage including:  Jim 
Bernheimer, Tony Ruggiero, Kayt Harris, Ed Curry, Annette Finley-Crosswhite, Brenda Floyd, 
Nan Byrne, Thomas Yuill, Mendel Williams, and more!  Authors will be speaking throughout the 
day, please visit information tent on site for exact schedule. 
  
The Open Mic Poet Stage will feature live music and Cesca Waterfield, author of "Bartab: An 
American Ballad".  Cesca will be hosting an acoustic open-mic stage for local undiscovered 
musicians to perform.   
  
The Poet's Lounge will feature Jamaal Ali-Richardson, author of “Cupid's Crossroads.”  Jamaal will 
host poets including: Nancy Powell, Phyllis Johnson, Gerome Meminger, Dreason Ruckett, Ann 
Shalaski, Pete Freas, Mac McKinney, Debbie Lass, and Jules Ferguson.  He will also host a poet's 
open-mic stage at 3pm. 
  
Tidewater Community College Professors, Robert Kunzinger and Tom Williams will be reading 
from their books in the Tidewater Community College Information Tent throughout the day. 
  
The Children's Luau Garden will feature a Towel Island, sidewalk chalk drawing, storytelling and 
ceramic bookworm make and takes with Color me Mine. Between noon and 1pm, be on the lookout 
for Captain Jack Sparrow the pirate!  The Dominion Derby Girls will demonstrate kid's Klutz kits 
in the Luau Garden including: big bubbles, rock painting, and paper airplanes.  At 1pm, the winners 
of the WHRO Go! Kids Writer's Contest will read their winning books on the main author's stage!   
 
The Muse Writer's Workshop will host a Writer's Salon, open to all writers from all genres from 
12-3pm.  The Naro Expanded Video will provide their list of top 50 DVD's adapted from the 
printed word and two 16 rental blocks to raffle.  Local Heroes Comics will feature this year's best 
comics from the Graphic Novel world.   
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BNTCC will have a great selection of books for purchase in the park including titles from the Naro 
list, graphic novels, books from favorite authors, green living, cookbooks, and many more! 
 
 
For more information about events, including park regulations, parking, and surrounding 
attractions, visit festevents.org, or call 757.441.2345. 
 
The 5th Annual Acoustic Music Festival is made possible by the City of Norfolk, Port of Virginia, 
AT&T, WHRV 89.5FM, Norfolk Waterside Marriott, Chrysler/Jeep/Dodge/RAM, Budweiser and CFE 
Equipment Corporation. 

 
Norfolk Festevents is a private not-for-profit organization dedicated to producing premier concerts, 
festivals, ship visits and special events for residents and guests of Hampton Roads.  Celebrating its 
28th season, Norfolk Festevents has garnered international acclaim for its outstanding quality 
programming.  Norfolk Festevents is the official event marketing and production agency for the City 
of Norfolk. 
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